
CONCLUSIONS

Conclusions. Our study suggests that risky sexual behavior and drug use are highly prevalent among HIV-positive and HIV-negative MSM 
in Madrid. The prevalence of STIs is also common in both populations. These findings underscore the need for interventions to reduce 
sexual risk and substance use and for screening STIs among MSM on HIV care or enrolled in PrEP programs 
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• Sexually transmitted infections (STIs) are a global health
problem with an increasing incidence in recent years.

• Several factors are associated with the likelihood of acquiring
an STI, such as unprotected sex or the use of chemsex.

• It is a controversial issue whether the prevalence of STIs
among men who have sex with men (MSM) is similar in those
who take PrEP or in those with HIV, as various factors such as
indication bias or the number of scheduled check-ups at the
hospital may influence this.
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Purpose: To assess risky sexual behavior, drug use, and 
prevalence of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) among men 
having sex with men (MSM) with
and without HIV.

Method: This is a cross-sectional description of participants 
enrolled between 2022 and 2023 in the ATHENS study. 
Demographic information, sexual practices, and drug use were 
assessed using standardized questionnaires. Prevalent STIs were 
assessed by serology and nucleic acid testing, irrespective of 
symptoms. 

In Brief, UAI in the previous 2 months was reported in 65% 
and 97% of HIV+and HIV-negative MSM, with 33% and 41% 
reporting engagement in chemsex. At least one STI was 
detected in 9% and 30% of HIV-positive and HIV negative 
MSM, respectively, most frequently chlamydia and 
gonorrhea
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